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Chairperson of MST Board
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By God’s grace we have successfully
finished our very first pilot subject
and the second is on the roll now
with 22 students enrolled for
credit and 10 for audit.

The team worked very hard to achieve this
but we are also fully aware that human
effort can come to nothing if God does not
choose to bless. We are thrilled to report
that there was 0% drop out rate for this
first course. As an instructor | am surprised
by the high quality work the students have
produced. The sample is yet too small to
warrant any conclusion.

So, let’s see it as pure grace, a token of
encouragement from the Lord for our baby
steps and praise Him!

STUDENT FEEDBACK
FROM FIRST SEMESTER

m St Chinese Department

Melbourne School of Theology

BEASPPR P

fr L EKGH L
Rev. Dr. Theresa YU LAU

HREE R L
Dean of Faculty & Development

First of all, thank you God that MST Chinese Department have successfully launched the online
learning cCampus platform and offered the first online course “Jesus & the Gospels” in 2017. It is
an absolute privilege that | can be part of the first historical batch of cCampus students and also
having Rev Dr. Theresa Yu Lau as my cCampus Coordinator and lecturer.

Online course is the perfect study option for a full time
working Christian like me who struggles with time between
work, family and serving. | can log on anytime anywhere to
listen to the lectures and repeat as many times as | need

to understand the lesson. | enjoyed the lectures very much
and am deeply touched by Rev Dr Theresa Yu Lau's passion
for Christ manifested during the lectures. The contents of
the lessons and discussion forums are practical for learning
and application. The lecture notes provided are easy to
understand and helpful. Completion of the Academic
research essay remained my greatest challenge so far and
Praise the Lord | can complete the essay through Him

who gives me strength. My favorite lesson is the Parables
and watching an animation of the Good Samaritan video
clip. It is fun and at the same time | learnt about the four

interpretation principles and how to apply the principles to
the Good Samaritan parable, especially the new challenging
thought that we can welcome and accept help from our
enemies to share Gospel. Wow! What a powerful shift of our
Christian mindsed

Lastly | would like to give thanks for all the help, guidance
and encouragement from Rev Dr. Theresa Yu Lau, e-couches
Rev Joseph Chang, pastor Susan Wu, MSTC staff and my dear
course mates. You are awesome and | look forward to study
semester 2 online course with you. May God bless our day
with all the strength and wisdom we need to succeed in the
coming exam.

By Hu Kie Soon Edmund
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! Elmer John Thiessen, “Some Temptations Facing the Christian Professor,” in
https://elmerjohnthiessen.wordpress.com/2010/12/27/some-temptations-facing-the-christian-professor/
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Greetings to the readers in Hong Kong, Australia and other places. May the peace and mercy of
God be with you always!

I’'m very pleased to have this opportunity sharing with you in this new issue. My name is Jason
LAM, the newly appointed lecturer in Christian thought at Melbourne School of Theology in
February 2019. Apart from teaching, I’'m also responsible of coordinating the new Chinese
research program and the cooperation with Hong Kong Christian Ministry Institute.

Thank God for his abundant grace upon MST Chinese Department in 2019. The Australian
College of Theology granted us permission to offer Master of Theology program in Chinese,
and we successfully finished the first module of Research Methodology in Chinese this year.
Thus we expect that in 2020 our first round of research students will be registered. They will be
equipped to become theology teachers and scholars in the future. Besides, in 2019 ACT also
appointed 8 Senior Research Fellows from 16 colleges in Australia and New Zealand, providing
them research resources. We are very grateful that 3 lecturers from MST are selected, including
Dr. Justin TAN and 1. This reflects that the academic level of the Chinese Department is highly
regarded in Australian academia. We witness the grace of God is truly upon us and a direction is
shown us to pay effort in the near future.

In 2020 we look very much forward to receive 2 exchange students from CMI. May God use
this opportunity to let us from different Chinese societies have fellowship and mutual
nourishment together, witnessing his grace in the churches everywhere. We also wish that the
cooperating programs with CMI will run more smoothly and more brothers and sisters in the
Lord can be nurtured in his love. And more students from Hong Kong will come for exchange
and become the ambassadors of the gospel.
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In April 2019, word came to us from the Australian College of Theology (ACT) that our application to offer the Master of
Theology award in the Chinese language was approved. It reads like this, “Motion: ... that the Board of Directors approve
the Major Change Application of the Melbourne School of Theology Chinese Department to offer the Master of Theology
degree in Chinese language medium.” And the Lord has seen fit for us to rejoice further by an added remark that “... this
is another big milestone for ACT in offering awards in Language other than English (LOTE) through MST Chinese!”

BCV Chinese (now MST Chinese) had very humble beginnings in a rundown church hall in Burwood in 1996, but the
teaching and learning spirits were high. Students who migrated from all over Asia and were highly qualified in their
professional field felt the call of God to Christian ministry. But their enthusiasm was dampened somewhat when they heard
that the ACT would only approve a one-year Diploma program in the Chinese language. Some in the ACT even questioned
the relevance of a program taught in a Language other than English. They maintained that there should be assimilation into
the English speaking program, reasoning that the Chinese church in Australia would soon fade away. But the Lord saw it
otherwise. After much persuasion, the ACT reluctantly approved a full Diploma in theology course, after closely examining
the quality of teaching and learning at the Chinese Department.

But the Chinese Department would not be satisfied with that, seeing that a higher and more advanced theological training
was necessary to meet and serve the needs of the rapidly growing Chinese church. So, there followed a progression of
approved courses, from a full BMin. program to the first full MDiv. (Master of Divinity program) in Chinese, within a short
space of four years. The ACT took the step to approve the MA in Divinity in Chinese in 2012.

The next step in this theological adventure is to apply for a Master of Theology program in Chinese. This is a postgraduate
degree for those who would like to further their studies by undertaking a research project. This would also be the first step
towards equipping the next generation of lecturers as it has become less and less viable to employ lecturers from overseas.

Already there are about half a dozen people waiting to enrol and there is also much interest from overseas. So, there was
much rejoicing for the Chinese church to see the Chinese Department’s humble beginnings coming to fruition in advancing
the work of God in Australia!
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Is Jesus’ Training Method Relevant For Today?

The common thread for both the Melbourne School of Theology (MST) and the Christian Ministry
Institute (CMI) is ‘training’. These two entities, although in different countries with different
cultures, are training men and women to ‘rightly handle the word of truth’ in a culturally appropriate
manner. (cf. 2 Tim 2:15) Graduates will enter into different ministries and perhaps also in different
countries, however it will be their training that will equip them to minister in Jesus’ name.

Training can be defined as any technique used for developing the knowledge and ability of an
individual. In reading the gospels it can be observed that Jesus’ training method was to combine
didactic teaching with modelling it in everyday situations. As well, Jesus spent much of the day, and
sometimes nights, together with his disciples. This combined theoretical and practical approach to
teaching and training, be it in theology or missions, must surely be a model for us to consider using
today.

In my current role as Advisor to WEC International’s' Missionary Training Colleges (MTC) and our
smaller emerging mission training programs, I have had the privilege of visiting these training
programs in seven different countries. As I participate and observe each one, some common threads
are evident which I believe are vital for effective theological and missionary training. Many of the
principles I describe below are based on Jesus’ model as He taught and trained his disciples.

Formal classroom teaching in any training institution is often the main channel used in
communicating biblical, theological and missiological information to students. Once the main
concepts have been taught, relevant examples can be discussed in order to help students understand
how they can apply the information into relevant situations. Jesus often used this method. Take for
example the parable of the fig tree. The tree had not borne fruit — should it be cut out or given
another chance Jesus asks his disciples. This no doubt would have stimulated much discussion.

Together with formal classroom teaching should be time for reflection. Increasingly educators are
seeing the use of short periods of self-reflection as vital to how students absorb Jesus’ teaching.
Self-reflection invites the student to listen for God’s voice in the teaching rather than just the
Educator’s. The disciples on the road to Emmaus were reflecting on the recent events in Jerusalem
(Luke 24:14-24) trying to come to some understanding.

We need to be careful that when students enter theological and missiological training schools, they
don’t become disconnected with the world outside the church. Jesus reached out to people in the
community e.g., Zacchaeus, the Gerasene Demoniac, and if Jesus’ method of training is to be our
model, we should also be leading our students into similar opportunities.

In WEC’s MTCs, as in many other theological colleges, students are assigned weekly practical
ministries. These provide opportunities where students can put into practice the theory they are
learning in the classroom. Such opportunities may not just be ministry that the student is planning on
entering e.g. church pastoral ministry. Providing a wide variety of ministry opportunities during
training as Jesus did with his disciples, broadens the student’s perspective in ministry possibilities.
At the training colleges I visit, I have seen students involved in regular church ministries such as
teaching Sunday School, evangelistic visitation, preaching, leading small groups etc. However, I
have also seen students involved in prison ministry, ministry to street sleepers, reaching out to
prostitutes, the gay community, street gangs and other non-church related opportunities. Each one
provides an opportunity to serve rather than be served — an important aspect of training and one that
was clearly evident in Jesus’ training model.

! WEC International is an interd inational mission agency which focuses on proclaiming the gospel, establishing churches and mobilising for missi international.org=>
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Formal learning and practical ministry experience can be strengthened through staff-student
mentoring and discipleship where staff and students spend time together regularly to talk through
issues of study, ministry challenges, personal life issues etc. These are great opportunities for staff to
feed into the personal lives of students, sharing experiences from their own lives and ministry.

While residential living is not available in every training situation, it does provide further
opportunities for staff and students to continue teaching and learning in real life situations. How do
experienced leaders and missionaries live as families, face challenges, take their Christian principles
and teaching and live them out in their daily lives? This was Jesus’ model - his disciples saw his
emotions as he faced the religious leaders or the grieving families of the dead. (Cf. John 2:13-22;
Luke 7:11-17) Students can learn so much in a practical way from the lives of their teachers - lessons
that cannot be taught from the front of the classroom.

Any training facility always has practical needs and this is another great teaching opportunity for
staff and students to be involved together. It not only demonstrates a willingness to serve — a clear
mark in Jesus’ training, but also helps keep costs down in residential colleges. Involvement in
practical work provides an opportunity for new skills to be learned, and is also a great place for vital
conversations to take place. Often a student will be more relaxed and willing to share when
conversation takes place during practical sessions. Students also get to see the lives of their teachers
in situations other than the classroom. This is wholesome and an important part of training. Jesus’
disciples were able to observe his life 24/7 — at breakfast, in times of prayer, healing, deliverance,
teaching in the temple - what amazing learning opportunities they must have experienced.

Practical ministry, in whatever form, also provides opportunities for students to learn about team
work. No matter what a student’s ministry situation is after graduation, students will need to work in
teams. Team work is not easy; leadership is not easy; being a follower is not easy, but if students
have the opportunity to work in teams while training and can be guided by staff through the process,
many vital, and sometimes painful lessons, can be learned in a protective situation. The principles of
team vision and unity can also be introduced during these times.

Interpersonal relationships are perhaps the most challenging aspect of life, and the mission and
theological worlds are not exempt! Both staff and students will face these on a daily basis as they
live, study and work together. Jesus spoke with his disciples concerning relationships (Mat 18:1-6;
Mark 9:33-37). What a great opportunity staff have to walk through these situations with students,
teaching them from personal and situational experiences. Such lessons learned during training will
provide a vital foundation once the student enters full-time ministry.

Training takes many different forms, in different cultural settings and value systems but the ultimate
aim is that men and women are being trained to take the gospel to the ends of the earth, to those who
don’t yet know Christ. May the Lord help those of us who are involved in teaching and training to
fulfill this role to the best of our ability and in the power and strength that only God can give through
his Holy Spirit.
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As Ecclesiastes 3:1-15, “Time for Everything” God has made everything ~*abia P
Beautiful in its time and also set eternity in our hearts, but we cannot fathom what -
God has done from the beginning to the end. God is real and powerful. He gives me
a lot of gifts and opportunities to follow him. In Year 1990, when | was enjoying my life very much,
I was invited to start bible study by a group of medical professionals,
and began to participate in regular church activithes.

On 18 November 1990, | stepped forward to the stage in Hong Kong Billy Graham Crusade
and accepted Jesus Christ as my Lord and Saviour. Then | was baptized in Year 1992.
During the past 15 years in Christ, | still faced various difficulties in my daily life, but | had more spaces to think and
jpray to the God. Especially in Year 2000, it was the most prosperous period in my career, but it was the time that
I felt most exhausted. This made me think about the purpose of life, and the duties of a Christian.

1 prayed to God and received a firm calling. The message was from Ephesians 6:10-18, “the Armor of God?”

50, | started my theology study in Year 2001, but | was strangled by many temptations until
und that a lot of people were helpless and hopeless.
nt. | promised to restart the 2* half of my life.

and pray for his purpose
and | find that | have more spaces than ever. @
As Isaiah 40:31, “those who hope in the LORD
ar on wings like cagles; they will run and not grow weary,
t be faint.” This is the victory of Christian

a
ard to my full-time theology study $0 as 1o be well equipped
& mission and ministry and for God to use me at any places
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BCV/MST ALUMNI <<<Hong Kowng Chapter>>>

2004
Annie CHAN

BCV 2004 BMin.

Margaret CHAN BCV 2004 GDD

Susanna LO

BCV 2004 BMin.

00§
Iris CHAU
Jo LAU
Denise YEUNG

BCV 2005 BMin.
BCV 2005 GDD
BCV 2005 BMin.

_007

Siu-Hoi CHO1  ACT 2007 MDiv. @ BCV

R00%

Stcmfey LAW ACT 2008 MDiv

2012

Esther KWOK  ACT 2012 MDiv

2016
Pallas LAM
Sharon £1U

ACT 2016 MDiv. @ MST
ACT 2016 MDiv. @ MST

2019

Jenny L1U ACT 2019 GDD @ MST/CMI*

2020

Kaleb LEE ACT 2020 GDD @ MST/CMI*

Abbreviation :

ACT - 4% # 1% The Australian College of Theology, Australia

BCV — 44 % & %1% The Bible College of Victoria, Victoria, Australia

MST - 2 &44% % [z The Melbourne School of Theology, Victoria, Australia
4 1920 — original name "Melbourne Bible Institute (MBI)" was set up in August 1920
4 1978 — 1st Evolution, renamed "Bible College of Victoria (BCV)”
# 2011 — 2nd Evolution, renamed "Melbourne School of Theology (MST)"

CMI - #g&#% # fz The Christian Ministry Institute, Hong Kong, China

MDiv.— i# # #§ 4 Master of Divinity

MTS - #¢# 5t % %8 4 Master of Theological Studies
GDD - i# # # J-7% /& Graduate Diploma of Divinity
BMin.— # 4% % 1 Bachelor of Ministry

* The Melbourne School of Theology, an affiliate college of ACT,
was approved in offering MDiv./MTS/GDD in Hong Kong at CMI since 2018.
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Thirteen years of testifying to the grace of God in Kenya

B8 #% %% 4 57 Rev. Iris CHAU WONG
BCV 2005 BMin.

IPHC World Missions Ministries
FEGFE ZQHEREKAE

“Thanks be to God for His inexpressible gift” (2 Cor 9:15)
are exactly my thoughts when looking back at our years in Kenya. Indeed, the grace of God
surpasses our knowledge and is beyond our thoughts.

Our involvement in mission in East Africa began thirteen years ago when Rev. Philip List of
International Pentecostal Holiness Church (IPHC) noticed an increase in the Chinese
population and the lack of a pastor for the Chinese Christians in Kenya. He prayerfully and
earnestly searched for a Chinese pastor to fulfill this need.

I had just completed my BMin. course at BCV (now MST) and was praying for an opening in
mission. Responding to that call of God to Africa, my husband Matthew and I were ordained
by the missions department of IPHC to become the first Chinese missionary couple. In
August 2006, we were commissioned for mission service to Kenya and a month later, we
found ourselves in the continent of Africa! We did not consider ourselves as good or powerful
to participate in this ministry, it was the love of God that motivated us to respond. Indeed, it is
only His grace that has multiplied our efforts in the mission.

God gives each a different role. For us, the role is to carry the transformational power of
Christ to the world and we are thankful in being enable to preach the gospel to our
compatriots in Kenya. The message of the love and light of Jesus impacted their lives so
much that many accepted Christ as their Saviour.

We have never regretted responding to God thirteen years ago to dedicate our lives to His
missional ministry in leading people to the Lord. Even while facing life-threatening danger
we strive to find the lost, to share with them in the ups and downs of their lives. To then
witness them confessing their sins, repenting and turning to the lord makes it all worthwhile.
We are truly blessed to be in the mission field and pray the Lord Jesus will help us extend our
mission field beyond Kenya to other African countries so that more Chinese will turn to the
Lord.

Our prayer is that God will touch your heart to support and participate in the work of overseas
Chinese missions so that the name of the Lord Jesus is exalted and God is glorified.
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God has made everything beautiful for its own time.

I had always thought that studying theology would
be something to do in retirement. I made the
decision to do it a bit earlier in 2004. Indeed, it

had been on my mind for the previous two

years. Then there was an urge to pursue

theological education and I entered Bible College of Victoria.

I joined the post graduate diploma program in the middle of the school year. With a few other
newly admitted students, Dr. Timothy Lau deliberately set aside a day for orientation to
prepare us for the life at BCV (now MST). It proved to be very successful. Since then,
it had been a joy being at Burwood campus.

I do not remember what was for the light lunch at orientation, but its flavor still lingers in my
mind today. It was a beautiful and cozy start. Life in the campus was so much fun. The
college office was literally open 24 hours a day. During the school year, we could run into it
anytime chatting, asking for help and offering help. On top of it, the signature coffee was a
main attraction. There were choices of different types of high quality coffee for free. Or we
could make a voluntary contribution to support this out of school system.

At the same time, we had to do some "household chores" at "home". It was every Friday
afternoon cleaning the kitchen and washrooms. I had never stopped to enjoy doing that. I
reckon it had been a very practical spiritual training for us. Comparing to household cleaning,
cooking seemed to be a big task for me. All the students were split into different groups
taking turns to prepare college lunches periodically. Not being used to cooking frequently,
I would spend much time getting myself ready mentally and physically. Thanks to my very

expert classmate from whom I sought a lot of good cooking advice!

Being the newcomers, we had to be practicing for the school choir. Our teacher in charge
found it strange that the female voice was not as strong in this group as it normally should be.
We did not seem to have improved much during the year. It had taken her much patience to
tolerate us. I realized I could not force myself to do better. Yet I am very grateful to a
classmate who was a professional singer. He jotted down some skills for me to follow and
that I am still keeping until today.
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After much sharing on food, cleaning and singing, it is inescapable to mention studying
though I am not a smart bookworm. I have to admit that all the day and night classes had
been very enlightening. You can tell the teachers were more than well prepared. During
class breaks, some students liked to continue discussions among themselves or with the
teachers munching free fresh bread and sipping tea. I had always been amazed by the
non-stop supply of bread attributing it to create the peaceful and relaxing discussion
environment. Joining both day and night classes, I was very grateful that I often got rides
home after classes, especially in the evenings.

Before deciding to go back to school, I did not know it would have fully occupied my mind
and time from taking the courses. I had to be very focused and spend much energy in
it. When I shared with a very good classmate about it, she found what I said resonated with
her. For the first six months, we would not spare any moment on any TV programs. Even

so, I still feel that it was all worth it after many years.

Part of the program requirements was to be on internship. Every week, I reported duty in a
mission organization where God has opened my eyes, mind and heart to see into the urgency
of caring for the unreached people groups. Though it was only one year training, I am
privileged to be able to involve in missions reaching many ethnic groups in various parts of
the world since then. I have had many opportunities visiting different mission fields. It
does not take giant hands to accomplish God's work but humble spirit and unceasing
prayers. James Outram Fraser said, "Prayer is the key to success in missions." He asked his
mother in Britain to form a prayer group for him while he served as the first missionary
among the Lisu ethnic group in China. Going on missions is God's heart. I should be
humbly studying God's word and living for Him in any phase of life.

Studying, reflecting and getting emotional evolve in the process of learning. I attended three
funerals in that single school year. No significant symptoms of illness were shown
beforehand. One classmate passed away while working in the basement of his home. He
did not get to finish his study. Being BCV supporters, a couple in their 90s left one after
another just within a week. We have learned about the holiness, sovereignty, immutability,
love and wrath of God in school. It puts our faith to the test when the unexpected comes
about.

I am thankful to God for Himself and sending everyone I met at BCV making it a beautiful
year and enriching my life experience. Thanks to BCV for providing spiritual and

intellectual nourishment to us!

29




BCV/MST ALUMNI Sharing

it & RRE K

# ¥ £ 1% i€ Pastor May CHONG
ACT 2008 MDiv. @ BCV
Wendouree Baptist Church

A A4 SHAKLE

B 2004 AERSFMILH - REZIFHFE > BEE BERFIR— M2 RE > 25
A= Wb iR EL TR > R EAEKER: Bible College of Victoria ( 84> MST
BWAMER ) M > EAMPEEIZ00 2004 44T ERAEE RS ) o fEEL
PUREREL - 7o REEGHETHARR > RE DA RS RBAGRAENER > K2
AR EFEM AL > B e R IR A — M DA RE SRR A M B Bt o BB BR TR A
P —H > HRERBNARE BN BEAES -

FEMEGE G 20 - BE—RE BN BEESHHE - BRFEEMARAE KRG
FOmGE ~ PEIKEE - FE - 8 0 LEBMMETAKA BREEE - HR—ERRBET
BEBERN ARG - EHJEE NE ; frilEROERE T8 - HRIEXIENE
PO | R ACERM SR - s 0 T ABHAAK - EFHEB R
RIRERBESAEBE R - BOEERIER S SRS BEASSHRA #iE o BaliH - R
AR RAREEY > BROESTRER 7Y - MES M > ROHEE
80% T  ERBANMYBE HE 2 gL SN R MR - A EmREERE 2
A8 BRER T T > HEREEHILR - BEWA D AR EEFEI R -
BAEH - [ RAVEFFRAEMBEERR o ) MRAANBMREST > BHFERARE : [ 25
ABBRETRER 2 | BREZE > RAORBRA R B - BRRHEFZES
BRI » (BRSO R EFR B PR -

5 B PR E T ) BB SRR R > BWARRBARE—H U - R G R R
ARG > BERYEE N AR > AR BIA DR ER - T UL T R R Y B
FERT AR _ERAREY - — R — R B DIE VKA ALY © PRI - EHIRAHE -

BEE SRS B BRSNS KB AR (B 1 B2 BE A T2 T 58 o ROK Y RR  SRR REDEB B B 2 AT !
A ORISR A A ) R - BRIRAHE TR AR AR R HI B BY - Rt B 5256 Sl gk
SRR G RBEN R K G B fIAEC

MEBREF > AMER OB - MARER B4 HR B RAEMEaHEE - Jit
RIAERE ~ TR - BERE - 2FFFF B OERETRGE - FEFK
BB E E o MBEATEERRARH - BT R - AR TR - [HE
BRI OB ABIR - MEBRRZRK > REZBRRE  BREBEANESREH
BR—F R ; RAMBFHRER - BRCE S A BRI KBUE TR A B > R
BEAC - BREMGUEL & > BERMRK » BEERRA -

MR > FEMBLLR T AZEMAE > BA R EHNBE o MERE R RIS HE
BB IRA B - HEAEA LR B+ 2 4AF AR - (EADER B DT AR 2> SR -




BCV/MST ALUMNI Sharing

B ¥ ¢ {% i€ Pastor Sharon LIU
ACT 2016 MDiv. @ MST
EREHHAH T A

h REEF > B AT <2011 £ REBBIEE > YO NEBA O RS -
B E —fE backpacker (RZFT#ZEH Working Holiday) - 348 24 7E B M IPEH 3K,
SRR HAREOE - IR EELLER | R RN BN AR E SR R
BULT > KA RE T YHMHE - MBRAHER 2013 FRHE MST 8 3 £/
MDiv. R#2 o BIEFER » OATRBRER A HRE |

fE MST Z4ES R BE REH - Hrp R 22 iR ] B FIFERR 2 R RIS — et e 2
TiEk > —RZER >~ WS FEEEA R - EEEATE EMEa LB F B
WEESF o RAR W ER M AR - UL BAARR - 1est > RIREZ R FTE R4/
2T BH > 5 RAE Year 1 HYIER » 43HH —{H session #& personal growth HJ/NMEIRF[H -
HIZ A —AE AR A B4 FE/MEREIRET — LB\ B8 s B A TEBOE LB B RIE S
FEZRIHWE T =2 B RMERRTEEBHE —F -BF B KW EE
WRBRAEHE T E A —EAYR - FEE P o] DABEEA R Z A RE - WA R BN 32
R > SRR R A BB o R - AR MST ZEfIH OBREBEENETEER -

Ay FEEBE L BIRZINR R 2R RN BRETA WK B LA BB -
MR HCHREI R E > MOENSRECEETERRS (PRt A

SRR > TR EMREOCEAEHEE ... | BERE  SEEEHRME > MFD
REFLHLACAKHREMEES W BEHFEL > ERMANBRETAECHESN
EKEBE - Big HBTH | REARED - MHREREDR - B8 &R CHI 521
HHERER > WL [TRE) 2% > EHHACERKRTUEE &
BEL—#-

B REH -RBRBRL ! £ MST HEIR 3 £ > REANEZREALEEM]
WEBMAEE: RMAEARKAGAFAGR ELREPENLELRMT ° (K 6:33)

MR > MRERMFEER » BREE | BEMBES—EER EEEFE R A |




32

BCV/MST ALUMNI Sharing

MST Principal Rev. Tim Meyers often pressed upon us students that theological education is
about transformation, not just information. This mantra has certainly been a powerful
reminder for me and has resonated with my journey at MST. I studied for my MDiv. at MST
2013-2016. I was unprepared for the rich experience that God had in mind for my time there.
He transformed and sustained me through the community at MST, through his Word in the
midst of my personal struggles, and through encounters with people in the wider community.

The community at MST was integral to my theological education. Studying the Bible
academically was hard and required students to be open and vulnerable with our perspectives,
assumptions and worldviews, ready for God to deconstruct and reconstruct them. Life in
general was sometimes challenging too. Having companions on the journey made a huge
difference. The students at MST did life together — from discussing assignments and lecture
materials and practicing parsing Greek verbs, to sharing coffees and meals and playing board
games together, to helping people move houses, to sharing our personal struggles and praying
for, crying with, and celebrating with each other. I had never before so opened myself to
doing life together with fellow brothers and sisters in Christ, nor ever felt so loved and known
by fellow believers. I will always remember our post-exam meals and post-exam prayer and
worship nights, when we recounted together God’s grace, and worshipped God together in
light of the many truths we had learned in class. We were there for each other during deep
difficulties. I remember attending a classmate’s son’s Buddhist funeral — we were there not
just to offer emotional support for our classmate, but also to stand with him and pray for him
during a time of spiritual warfare. I also found solidarity among fellow students who shared
common struggles, frustrations and joys in our various ministries. I no longer felt alone in my
experience of difficulties at church. Everyone came from different walks of life, but we found
unity as we stood under God’s Word and grace. The community pointed me to Christ time
and time again. It taught me to make time for people, even if it becomes messy and
inconvenient.

During my time at MST, God worked through the many struggles in my personal life. I was
caring for a fellow believer who had mental illness; I watched a family member fall trap to sin;
I had to negotiate with my then boyfriend (now my husband) about our future together; I
watched my church struggle and languish; I wrestled with my own sinful desires. One
particular semester, while I was reading Scripture in preparation for exams, I remember
involuntarily crying because of these struggles. I was so worried I would not be able to
prepare well, but the reassurance found in God’s faithfulness to his people in the Bible, and
the certainty of God’s authority and sovereignty carried me through that incredibly difficult
time. I was stretched especially thin during my second year as I juggled study, work, church
ministries, a long-distance relationship, student committee responsibilities, and almost daily
visits to the psychiatric in-patient ward. Somehow, Christ showed me that he was sufficient.
God answered my practical needs, too, through my study. Studying one of the pastoral care
subjects gave me the listening skills I needed in my discussions with my partner. In that
subject, I was also affirmed in my care for my friend with bipolar disorder. Various theology
subjects gave me concepts and frameworks to help me understand the situation at my church.
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Through theological education, God was strengthening my foundation in Christ. I was
drinking in more deeply the truths about God in Scripture; I was experiencing God more
profoundly and more tangibly than I had ever before. I could, for the first time in my life, say
authentically that I loved God and testify to how sweet it was to know God and be known by
Him.

As I encountered the wider community via MST, God humbled and moved me. Students
participated in a missions experience once a year. One time, I went to Bendigo, a regional city
in Victoria. It was more of an opportunity for us to experience ministries at a church that was
already thriving. Nonetheless, God saw fit to use us for his glory. A brief conversation we had
with a recently unemployed and homeless man at a community lunch resulted in him helping
out at the church’s op shop the next day. Later, he committed to volunteering there regularly.
He eventually started attending prayer meetings with the staff. It was a miracle that God used
our team to reach out to a hopeless man and brought him one step closer to knowing Jesus.
Various subjects also required us to engage with people of different faiths or different streams
within the wider Christian church. I remember attending a Greek Orthodox church service and
a Catholic church service, and then talking with the respective priests. This was such a
privilege and an eye-opening experience. Had it not been for my studies, I never would have
come in contact with these communities, nor tried to understand them. While we did not agree
with some aspects of the theology at these churches, it was humbling and awe-inspiring to
meet people who authentically loved Jesus and sought for his name to be known, even in
streams and denominations that were foreign to us. These and many other moments reminded
me that God is greater than what we can understand of him. He works in mysterious ways,
ways that stretch our theological categories and preferences.

Transformation, not just information. I thank God deeply for my time at MST. God moulded
me and humbled me through the community at MST, through Scripture and subject materials,
and as I witnessed his gracious work in the wider community.
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